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The Aging Population and  
the Competitiveness of Cities
Benefits to the Urban Economy
Peter Karl Kresl, Bucknell University, US  
and Daniele Ietri, Università e Politecnico 
di Torino, Italy and Université de Lausanne, 
Switzerland
While the aging of populations is usually seen as an 
unmitigated disaster for nations, the authors of this 
enlightening book demonstrate that for cities there 
are considerable benefits. They find, for example, large 
numbers of seniors moving from the suburbs to the 
city, as well as a disproportionate consumption of 
education and the arts. The book analyzes the impacts 
of population aging on best practices in 40 cities in the 
US and EU, with surprising results.

June 2010  c 180 pp  Hardback  978 1 84844 212 2  c £59.95

Linkages between 
China’s Regions
Measurement  
and Policy
Nicolaas Groenewold, 
University of Western 
Australia, Anping Chen, 
Jinan University and 
Guoping Lee, Xi’an 
Jiaotong University, China 
‘National data for the performance of China’s economy 
are inherently misleading. China remains a series of 
only partially integrated regional economies. A long-
held assumption has been that if the coastal areas grow 
first, this will encourage growth in the more inland and 
less developed regions in their wake. Almost no research 
has been undertaken to investigate the economic 
relationships among these regions. Groenewold, Chen 
and Lee not only explicate these relationships, in the 
process they highlight the need for direct government 
intervention in order to ensure the growth of the 
interior, especially the most western regions.’

– David S.G. Goodman, University  
of Technology, Sydney, Australia

2008  192 pp  Hardback  978 1 84720 242 0  £55.00
Advances in Chinese Economic Studies series

KEY TITLEInternational  
Handbook  
of Urban Policy, 
Volume 2
Issues in the 
Developed World
Edited by H.S. Geyer, 
Stellenbosch University, 
South Africa
This Handbook brings 
together a range of 
viewpoints on a number of burning issues affecting 
urban sustainability in North America and Europe 
at the beginning of the 21st century. H.S. Geyer 
and the contributors covers a wide spectrum of the 
urban policy issues that determine the growth and 
development progress as well as the livability of cities 
in the Occident.
Contributors include: D. Carter, P. Cheshire, T. El-Cherkeh, 
H.S. Geyer, E. Heikkilä, L. Hoffman, H. Kaskinoro,  
A. Mehmood, F. Moulaert, P. Nijkamp, J. Nussbaumer,  
M. Pacione, D.A. Plane, P. Taylor, D. Urban,  
M. van Geenhuizen, P. van Hemert, W. Vermeulen

2009  352 pp  Hardback  978 1 84720 459 2  £95.00 
e   978 1 84980 202 4
Elgar original reference
For full contents visit our website – www.e-elgar.com

International Handbook  
of Urban Policy, Volume 1
Contentious Global Issues
Edited by H.S. Geyer, Stellenbosch University, 
South Africa  
This first Handbook looks at globally contentious urban 
policy issues from a wide variety of different angles and 
perspectives. Matters related to urban densification, 
population mobility, urban inequality and sustainability 
are analyzed in a manner that will not only interest the 
advanced student but also the novice.
Contributors: B.J.L. Berry, G.O. Braun, L. Cavola,  
A.G. Champion, W.A.V. Clark, D. Counsell, R. Evans,  
A.J. Fielding, H.S. Geyer, A.G. Gilbert, P. Gordon,  
G. Haughton, M. Hodson, S. Marvin, E. Morlicchio,  
F. Moulaert, J.G. Nel, B.A. Portnov, F. Retief,  
H.W. Richardson, N. Rossouw, J.W. Scott, J. Shen, Y.M. Yeung

2007  360 pp  Hardback  978 1 84720 458 5  £95.00  
e   978 1 84720 865 1
Elgar original reference
For full contents visit our website – www.e-elgar.com
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The Great Migration  
Rural–Urban Migration in China  
and Indonesia
Edited by Xin Meng, Chris Manning,  
The Australian National University, Shi Li, 
Beijing Normal University, China and  
Tadjuddin Nur Effendi, Gadjah Mada 
University, Indonesia
In the next two decades, approximately two thirds of the 
rural labor force will migrate to urban areas in China and 
Indonesia. While both countries face similar challenges 
as hundreds of millions move, the policies implemented 
and the consequences of these policies are very different. 
This book examines and compares this large population 
movement. It studies the impact of migration on 
migrants and their families, on rural communities they 
leave behind and urban communities they enter.

June 2010  c 304 pp  Hardback  978 1 84844 644 1  c £75.00

The Transition from  
Communism to the  
European Union
Restructuring Romanian Industry  
and Agriculture since 1990
David Turnock, University of Leicester, UK 
This book demonstrates a broadly successful 
transformation process that has been limited by 
challenging political, economic and social constraints. 
David Turnock traces the complex issues that have 
influenced Romania’s reform and restructuring 
program since the revolution at the end of 1989. 

2009  384 pp  Hardback  978 1 84064 046 5  £85.00

Political Economy of  
Northeast Asian Regionalism
Political Conflict and Economic 
Integration
Edited by Jehoon Park, University of Incheon, 
South Korea, T.J. Pempel and Gérard Roland, 
University of California, Berkeley, US
‘Too often analyses of East Asia are written by outsiders. 
The great merit of this broad ranging and well-
conceived collection is to showcase original perspectives 
from China, Korea and Japan. As such, it is a welcome 
addition to the existing literature.’

– Mark Beeson, The University of Birmingham, UK

2008  192 pp  Hardback  978 1 84720 891 0  £55.00  
e   978 1 84844 289 4

The Global  
Urban Competitiveness 
Report 2010
Ni Pengfei, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 
China and Peter Karl Kresl, Bucknell University, 
US
The Global Urban Competitiveness Report 2010 is an 
empirical study of the competitiveness of 500 cities 
around the world. This one of a kind resource draws 
on a wealth of data sources, all of which are described 
and assessed. Using a sophisticated methodology and 
a team of 100 researchers from the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences, the book not only ranks these cities 
but also presents a wealth of information with regard 
to the strengths and weaknesses of each city in relation 
to each other. The book includes a full discussion of 
the factors that create urban competitiveness, what 
sorts or categories of cities are most competitive, 
and comments on the policies and initiatives that are 
adopted by the most competitive cities. 

June 2010  c 224 pp  Hardback  978 1 84844 687 8  c £59.95
In Association with the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Natural  
Disaster Analysis 
after Hurricane 
Katrina
Risk Assessment, 
Economic Impacts and 
Social Implications
Edited by  
Harry W. Richardson,  
Peter Gordon and James E. Moore II, 
University of Southern California, US 
This influential book explores the key policy 
implications arising from Hurricane Katrina. Leading 
scholars from fields as diverse as decision analysis, risk 
management, economics, engineering, transportation, 
urban planning and sociology investigate the policy 
issues associated with insurance, flood control and 
rebuilding levees, housing, tourism, utility lifelines 
recovery and resilience, evacuation and relocation and 
racial inferences. By assessing the disruption of life in 
New Orleans, as well as the inter-regional economic 
impacts of the disaster, the authors suggest steps that 
can be taken to minimize future risks, not only in 
New Orleans but all locations threatened by natural 
disasters.

2008  320 pp  Hardback  978 1 84720 357 1  £85.00 
2009  Paperback  978 1 84844 776 9  £35.00
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Urban Poverty in China
Fulong Wu, Chris Webster, Cardiff University, 
UK, Shenjing He, Sun Yat-Sen University and 
Yuting Liu, South China University of Technology, 
China
‘Market reform has brought new forms of poverty to 
urban China, even while the standard of living of most 
urban residents has greatly improved. This research 
uses interviews with people in six cities to document 
their situation and to show how poverty is rooted in the 
failure of support systems in their neighborhoods and 
communities. It offers a stark evaluation of a system of 
inequalities that is only beginning to be addressed by  
state policy.’

– John R. Logan, Brown University, US

Jan 2010  c 272 pp  Hardback  978 1 84720 969 6  c £65.00

The Hidden Enterprise Culture
Entrepreneurship in the Underground 
Economy
Colin C. Williams, University of Sheffield, UK
‘This book will be an excellent primer for policy makers 
wishing to understand the nature and contradictory 
significance of the underground economy and needing  
to design suitably subtle policy responses to it.’

– Roger Lee, Growth and Change

2006  288 pp  Hardback  978 1 84542 520 3  £65.00 
2008  Paperback  978 1 84720 794 4  £29.95  
e   978 1 84720 188 1

Managing Cities in  
Developing Countries
The Theory and Practice of Urban 
Management
Meine Pieter van Dijk, Erasmus University 
Rotterdam, UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water 
Education, Delft and Institute of Social Studies, 
The Hague, The Netherlands 
‘It is always a nice experience reading his [Meine Pieter 
van Dijk’s] works, including this book. This important 
addition to the existing literature comes at the right time. 
. . the book is a valuable guide to those interested  
in understanding the dynamics of urban management.’

– M. Mahadeva, Journal of Social  
and Economic Development

2006  232 pp  Hardback  978 1 84542 880 8  £59.95 
2008  Paperback  978 1 84720 775 3  £25.00

Distributional 
Impacts of  
Climate Change 
and Disasters
Concepts and Cases
Edited by Matthias Ruth, 
University of Maryland, 
College Park, US and 
University of Bremen, 
Germany and María E. Ibarrarán, Universidad 
Iberoamericana Puebla, Mexico
Foreword by Mario Molina
Climate change tends to increase the frequency 
and intensity of weather-related disasters, which 
puts many people at risk. Economic, social and 
environmental impacts further increase vulnerability 
to natural disasters and tend to set back development, 
destroy livelihoods and increase disparity nationally 
and worldwide. This book addresses the differential 
vulnerability of people and places, introducing 
concepts and methods for analysis and illustrating the 
impact on local, regional, national, and global scales.

2009  232 pp  Hardback  978 1 84844 037 1  £59.95 
 e   978 1 84980 233 8
New Horizons in Environmental Economics series

The Dynamics  
of Regions  
and Networks  
in Industrial  
Ecosystems
Edited by Matthias Ruth, 
University of Maryland, 
College Park, US and 
University of Bremen, 
Germany and  
Brynhildur Davidsdottir, University of Iceland
Foreword by John R. Ehrenfeld
Industrial ecology provides a rigorous and 
comprehensive description of human production 
and consumption processes in the larger context 
of environmental and socioeconomic change. This 
book offers methodologies for such descriptions, 
with contributions covering both basic and advanced 
analytical concepts and tools to explore the dynamics 
of industrial ecosystems, concentrating specifically 
on regions and networks.

2009  264 pp  Hardback  978 1 84720 742 5  £65.00  
e   978 1 84844 937 4
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