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 Draft syllabus for a course on GLOBALIZATION 
  
Welcome! Globalization is a frequently used term. There is hardly a news report, whether 
dealing with terrorism or the closing of a local factory, which does not make a reference to 
globalization as part of the cause or effect of the event. UK’s decision to exit the EU and US 
President Trump’s ‘America First’ plan are touted by some as heralding the end of globalization! 
We will see if that is so. Yet, these events highlight to us that nations are increasingly 
interconnected in various ways. This course introduces the nature and processes of globalization, 
and the effects of these trends in defining the environment. An understanding of those trends is 
necessary for all of us who constantly interact with the environment, either at a personal level, or 
through the organizations in which we work.  
 
Learning Objectives 
 
At the end of the course, I would expect you to have developed a global awareness and a global 
point of view, and to have started a process of thinking how you will play a part in this process 
throughout your career. 
 
Upon successful completion 
of this course, students will 
know/understand: 

Upon successful 
completion of this course, 
students will be able to: 

How the student will be 
assessed on these learning 
outcomes 

The key dimensions and 
trends in business, 
economics, history, 
geography, politics, culture, 
technology, and the natural 
environment that influence 
the interconnectedness 
across the globe. 

Identify global 
interconnections across 
business, economics, 
geography, politics, 
culture, technology, and 
the natural environment 
affecting organizations in 
the contemporary world. 

Class discussions 
Assignments 
Team project 
Exams 

The key institutions 
involved in globalization 
and their specific roles in 
the global system. 

Identify the important 
international institutions 
involved in globalization 
and understand their role. 

Class discussions 
Assignments 
Exams 

The impact of global trends 
on nations, economic 
systems, organizations, and 
business practices. 

Identify key global trends 
affecting business and 
respond to these trends 
from the perspective of 
socially responsible 
individual decision makers. 

Class discussions 
Team project 
Exams 
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Course Materials: The textbook for the course is: C. Gopinath, Globalization: A Multi-
dimensional System, 3rd. Edition, 2018; Edward Elgar, UK. ISBN: 978 1 78811 833 0. 
 
You are also encouraged to take a semester subscription to The Economist. 
Go on-line to https://subscriptions.economist.com/NA/SRCH/12for1/, click on the “Student 
subscription” tab, and subscribe for 12 weeks (print and digital).   
 
Additional readings, as required, will be provided to you. 
 
Course Organization  
 
a) Class sessions: Class time will be spent on short lectures, experiential exercises, and 
discussion of assigned reading materials. You should have read the assigned material as we will 
go beyond the readings in class. The schedule at the end of this syllabus will describe how we 
will cover the topics in the course.  
 
We will begin most classes with a review of some current news item, usually taken from The 
Economist. Every week, I will email you with two articles from the current issue of The 
Economist that we will discuss in class the following week. One will be assigned for the 
following Tuesday and the other one for the following Thursday. Student teams will also be 
required to identify an article for the class to read and discuss. We will try to analyze the 
contents of the article as an aspect of globalization and this will help us constantly make a 
connection between concepts and current events. 
 
Your active participation is expected. I will frequently call upon you in class to share your 
opinion and experience. For every class, you get a score ranging from 0 to 3, where 0 signifies 
absence, 1 shows presence, 2 for asking questions, providing basic answers, and 3 for a 
comment, or argument, that has significantly enhanced the learning in the class. 
 
Preparation for class is essential by reading the assigned material and making notes on your 
position on the issues. You should bring up points from the readings on which you require 
further clarification. Remember: for every hour of class time, you are expected to spend two 
hours in preparation! A set of slides will be provided to you to guide your understanding of the 
chapters in the book. 
 
While reading a chapter for class or watching film in class, make notes. At one level, you must 
understand the material and at another level, question it. What are the points the author or film 
maker is trying to make? Is sufficient evidence provided to support the view? What is the author 
not saying about the subject being covered? How does the chapter or film connect with the 
course?  
 
b) Project work: You will undertake a semester-long project in teams of three or four students. 
The objective of the project is to apply the systems framework for analysis to be discussed in 
class to a current issue of globalization and will be based on library research. Much of your work 



 3 

on this project will be outside of class and we will regularly review progress in class. You will 
write an executive report and present it at the end of semester. This project will be discussed in 
class and a detailed note will be provided. 
 
Remember that as a team effort, your final product is not just a collection of individual effort but 
a multiple of it, reflecting the discussion and debate that has taken place in the team. 
 
Assignments: There are five assignments listed in the course schedule. You may do any four of 
them. Each assignment carries 3 points. 
 
Grading: 
Your final letter grade will be weighted as below.  
 
Two exams      25% each 
Project     25 
Attendance & Class participation 13 
Assignments    12 
 
Extra credit 
 
You may earn extra points (optional) to help improve your grade and/or compensate for class 
absences. Attend global events and/or talks by visiting speakers that are advertised around 
campus. (Take my permission ahead of time if it would qualify!) Write a one-page (350 word) 
report summarizing the talk/event, and relating it to our course, and submit it at the next class 
meeting. You may do up to four such reports to add 5%. 
              
Important Notes 
 
1.   Please be aware of University Policies such as those concerning Disability Services, 
Academic Integrity, and Student Support.  

 
2.   Honor Code: Class members may study and prepare together for most aspects of the course, 
but where individual effort is expected, it must be unique for each person and without 
consultation. Please review the rules and regulations in the Student Handbook regarding student 
conduct, especially ethics and plagiarism. In particular, review the section on Academic Honesty. 
 
3.   Group grades will be translated into individual grades based on my judgment supplemented 
by a confidential peer evaluation of your team members to be provided by you at the end of the 
semester.  This is to compensate for differential effort, if any, in the team.  
 
4.   Papers and assignments are due at the beginning of the class period for which they are 
assigned. Assignments should be submitted on Blackboard. Late papers may be accepted, on 
exception, with a penalty.  
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5.   Frequent tardiness and/or absence will affect your participation grade. If you miss an 
occasional class, check with your classmates or contact me to learn of what happened in the 
class, and about announcements made. If you miss six classes or more, you will get an F in class 
participation. If you miss eight classes or more, you will get an F in the course.   
 
6.  In-class behavior: We will operate the class as a professional organizational environment. 
Please turn off your cell phones while in the class. If you are in an emergency situation and need 
to be reached, let me know before the class begins. I have zero tolerance for actions like surfing 
the net, texting, and such other practices as they are a distraction for you and those seated near 
you. You do not require a laptop in class and those who feel the need for one are encouraged to 
sit in the rear rows. 
 

Class Schedule 
 

The class schedule is built around a series of units. Each unit has a title, and is intended to cover 
a set of issues. Some suggested questions are listed to focus our discussion. We will add more 
readings and questions as we go along. 
 
Note: In the schedule below ‘CG x:’ refers to chapter x in the textbook. Additional readings will 
be distributed, and assigned to you from current issues of The Economist. 
 
Session 1 Course introduction and overview. 
 
Introduction to Globalization  
(Issues: Definitions of globalization, mercantilism, colonization. Questions: What is 
globalization? Did colonization help or harm progress in the colonies?) 
 
Session 2 Reading: CG 1: Introduction 
 
Session 3 Reading: CG 2: What is new about globalization? 

         
Session 4 Reading: CG 2 (contd.)  
   

Assignment 1: Find an article from a newspaper or magazine that mentions the 
word ‘globalization’. In one page, answer the following two questions: What does 
the author mean by the word globalization? Is the term used in a positive, neutral, 
or negative manner? (Attach the article with the word globalization highlighted.) 

 
Taking a multidisciplinary perspective 
(Issues: Systems analysis, ACE framework. Question: How does one analyze a globalization 
issue?)  
 
Session 5 Reading: CG 3: Taking a systems view  
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Session 6 Group formation and project discussion. 
  Note on ‘Guidelines for the Globalization project.’ 
         
Session 7 Doing library research. Identifying your issue. 
 
Session 8 Reading: (Appendix) Case: Global garments supply chain 
  Applying the ACE framework – in class exercise. 
   
Human motivations and their impact  
(Issues: Religion, culture, ethics, values, language. Questions: Is there a convergence of culture 
across the globe? Is English the dominant business language?) 
 
Session 9 Reading: CG 4: Preserving cultural diversity 

 
Session 10  Reading: CG 4 (contd.) 
 

Assignment 2: Find a photograph (one you have taken, or from a magazine) that 
represents to you globalization in the social domain. Explain, in a page, why it 
suggests globalization. 

 
Trade and economic forces  
(Issues: Economic development, transition economies, privatization, liberalization, free trade and 
markets, exchange rates. Questions: Is free trade better than protection? How does a financial 
crisis spread? Can today’s poor countries become developed?) 
 
Session 11 Reading: CG 6: Economic development and poverty 
 
Session 12 Reading: CG 6 (contd.)  
 
 Assignment 3: Explore the websites of the WTO, the World Bank, and the IMF. 

Pick any one organization. Briefly describe its purpose and goals. Write one 
paragraph each describing one success and one failure (specific examples, not 
broad research data) of the organization’s efforts in achieving its goals.  
Exam Review. 

 
Session 13 Exam I 
 
Collaborations and disaffections 
(Issues: The EU, terrorism, independence movements, migration. Question: Will democracy 
solve terrorism?)  
 
Session 14 Reading: CG 5: Collaborations and disaffections 
  Draft Interim Project Report due. 
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Session 15 Reading: CG 5 (contd.) 
 
Politics, government, and geographical realignments.  
(Issues: Unipolar world, rising powers, North vs South. Questions: Is the US an empire? Is 
communism dead?) 
 
Session 16 Reading: CG 10: Moving to a multi-polar world 
  Class debate: Should the US go to war in Iran? 
  
Session 17 Reading: CG 10 (contd.) 

 
Assignment 4 (one per team): Print a world map outline (available free on the 
web). Mark out a regional trade agreement (other than NAFTA, GCC, or EU). 
Write a paragraph on whether this trade agreement has led to collaboration 
between its members in areas other than trade.  

 
Multinational corporations and the mini-globals 
(Issues: History of business; global industries, small businesses. Question: How do corporations 
seek global markets?) 
 
Session 18  Reading: CG 7: Global business influences 
  
Session 19 CG 7 (contd.)  

 
Assignment 5: Visit a clothing or an electronics store. Identify five items and the 
country in which each one was made. Why is the store importing from (or the 
company making the product in) this country? Do you think it is a good idea or 
not? 
 

Session 20 CG 8: Management philosophies and practices 
  
Environmental influences 
(Issues: Environmental concerns of globalization. Question: Is it feasible to operate sustainably?)   
 
Session 21 Reading: CG 9: It is one planet 
 
Session 22 Reading: CG 9 (contd.) 
  Guest speaker 
 
Future of globalization 
(Issues: Pros and cons of globalization, the backlash. Questions: What should be the objective of 
globalization? How to manage one’s career?) 
 
Session 23 Reading: CG 11: Looking ahead  
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Session 24 Course Review and Evaluation 
 
Session 25      Team Project presentations 
 
Session 26 Exam II 
 
Exercise on using the ACE framework Team members:___________ 

 
Articulation 

• What	is	the	Issue?	
• Is	it	global?	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Domain	data.	What	
is	happening	in	a	
domain	that	affects	
or	is	affected	by	
your	issue?		

Economic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Social 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Political 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Business 
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Physical 
 
 
 
 
 

Cogitation 
• Identify	two	

interactions	
between	domains	

Interactions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Is	there	a	trend	
across	the	world?	

Convergence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Divergence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluation 
• Winners/Losers	
• Recommendation	
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