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Guidelines for the Globalization Project 
 
Objective:  
 
The objective of the project is to build skills to analyze a global issue. Your research and 
analysis will revolve around the application of the ACE framework to an issue of current 
interest to be identified by your team.  
 
Report:  
The following describes the steps of your analysis and will also indicate how your final 
report will look like. 
 
I. Articulation:  
 
Pick a global issue that will be the focus for your project. State it in the form of a 
question. The issue must not be country specific, but transcend several countries. Some 
examples of issue statements are: ‘Should countries restrict immigration?’, or ‘How can a 
country reduce poverty?’, or ‘What should we do about AIDS?’, or ‘Would RTAs grow 
toward a political union?’. The issue should be of interest to all the members of the team! 
 
Explain why it should be considered a ‘global’ issue? (Keep in mind our definition of 
globalization, namely, ‘The continuing effort by the peoples of the world to interact and 
share transnationally in the pursuit of their objectives.’)  
 
Gather data. Look for facts and trends on what causes your issue and the consequences 
of your issue in each of the five domains. Find data from different countries. The data 
should be presented in a table, in bullet-point format. (See appendix for examples of the 
kinds of data you would look for.) You may narrow your data search and discussion to a 
few countries as representing different aspects of your issue, such as a successful and an 
unsuccessful one. 
 
(Report: This section will be about 1000 words.) 
 
II. Cogitation:   
 
In this part, you will discuss:  
 

1. Interactions: How does some aspect of the fact/trend you have identified above in 
one domain affect another domain with regard to your issue? How does one 
country affect another country in a particular domain or across domains with 
regard to your issue? Is it a positive or negative impact? Identify three important 
interactions and discuss the implications in detail. Identify the names of the 
domains while you write about the interactions.  
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2. Convergence/divergence: Does the event or trend seem to integrate the world as 
one place (convergence) or does it represent countervailing forces seeking to 
maintain the world as comprised separate and distinct entities? Are several 
countries doing the same thing, or dealing with the issue in the same manner? Are 
some doing things differently? Are countries coming together to resolve some 
aspects of the issue? 

 
This is an important section of your report. How do the interactions and the 
convergences/divergences suggest globalization to you? (Report: This section will be 
about 1750 words.) 
 
III. Evaluation.  
 
In this section, you will discuss: 
 

1.    Benefits/losses: There are often winners and losers in the way an event interacts 
across the domains. Who are they? Are there differences in the way the 
interactions and the convergences/divergences affect the three levels: the 
individual, group (e.g., an organization), and nation?  

2.    Recommendations: What can be done? By whom? Answer the question that you 
have stated as the issue.  

 
IV. Conclusion. 
 
Based on your analysis, how does your issue support or negate our definition of 
globalization? 
 
(Report: Parts III and IV will be about 750 words.) 
 
Team Organization:  
 
The project work will be undertaken by you in teams of three or four. We will form the 
teams in class. Each team will be organized based on the principle of maximum diversity; 
that is, students of different national origins/regions, different languages, mix of genders, 
etc. within the team. 
 
Each team will discuss and write a contract to be signed by all members of the team (give 
me a copy of the contract), laying out what is acceptable and unacceptable behavior 
within the team, what is the objective of the team, and what rules you will be guided by. 
The contract should also spell out a common day/time during the week when all members 
will be able to meet for an hour. Each team will have a team leader (who may change as 
the semester goes on). The team leader takes responsibility for meeting deadlines. Good 
team leaders (based on confidential peer evaluation at the end of the semester) will get 
additional points! The contract is to help you self-manage the team process. If you still 
have problems within the team, see your instructor before it is too late! 
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Team Process: It is understandable that you will initially divide the work of data 
collection among the members of the team. What is important is to meet regularly and 
discuss progress and the implications of the data that you have collected. Writing of the 
report will be meaningful only when all members are involved. 
 
Progress Stages: 
 
This project requires consistent work through the semester. There are several deadlines: 
 
a) Global issue: This will have to be communicated within one week after formation of 
teams.  
b) Interim Report: A report incorporating part I and as much of part II that has been 
accomplished. This will not be graded. I will review and return it with my comments. 
c) After submission of the Interim Report, individual meetings between the instructor and 
the team will be held.  
 
Final Deliverables: 
 
Written report: The project will be about 3500 words long, excluding tables and exhibits. 
Indicate total word length at the end of each section. Pages to be numbered. Tables and 
exhibits should have a title and give source of data. It should have all the attributes of 
good writing, including proper sections with sub-headings, paragraphs, etc. Project 
reports are due on the day of presentation.  
 
Citation convention: Plagiarism will result in severe penalty. A list of all material used 
should be provided under ‘Bibliography.’ Books and articles used must have name of 
author(s), title, publisher, year, name of journal, volume and page numbers, as the case 
may be. Websites used should be cited with full URL and date accessed. Any verbatim 
use of material (a phrase/sentence or more) should be within quotation marks in the text 
and the name of the author and page number given at the end of the sentence in 
parentheses. Use superscripts in the text of the report and endnotes to identify your 
source.   
 
Presentation: You will also orally present the key results of your work, using PowerPoint 
presentation slides. In your presentation, focus on explaining the issue, and spend time 
explaining the evaluation that you did, and your conclusion. You will not have time to 
read your report, so carefully choose the significant parts that you want to share with the 
class. 
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Appendix: Domain Data Collection 
 
This is a suggested listing of the kinds of resources you could look for to help you with 
your analysis. It is only indicative, and not exhaustive.  
 
Domain Name Domain Composition 

Political Communications and actions related to governance; how power is generated and 
distributed through society; the freedoms that people enjoy in the country; the 
legal/court subsystem; the freedom of the press; rules and structures within which 
people solve public conflicts and problems; the constitution, how laws are framed 
and enforced; the political parties and how they operate; the nature of bureaucracy 
that administers public functions. 

Economic Factors related to the nature and direction of the economic activity; the growth and 
performance of various economic units; trade and investment issues; markets and 
intervention; state policies regarding price and money supply; production and 
consumption of goods and services, their exchange, and the allocation of resources 
accordingly.  

Social The structure of society including how humans organize themselves; intragroup and 
intergroup relations; existence and size of ethnic groups; migration patterns; class 
divisions, families, kin groups; tribal and racial distinctions; the culture 
encompassing attitudes, values and beliefs; and the learned norms in a society. Basic 
value systems deal with concepts such as good versus evil, acceptable and 
unacceptable behavior, and rational versus irrational, religion, language systems, 
feelings of nationalism and ethnic identities. 

Business The nature of industries and the operations of organizations within them; their 
decisions and actions; managerial practices; competitive activity; and supply chains. 

Physical The nonliving such as the land mass; geological resources (oil, minerals, etc.), water, 
atmosphere; the living but nonhuman (plants, animals, and insects); the technological 
issues connected with fundamental knowledge, basic research, invention, innovation, 
or the improvement/new way of doing things.  

 
 
 
 
 


