
APPENDIX 13.1
ASIAN COUNTRIES/AREAS
	Areas
	Countries

	Southeast Asia
	Singapore, Brunei, The Philippines, Indonesia, India (Andaman and Nicobar Islands), East Timor, Papua New Guinea, Thailand, Malaysia, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar

	South Asia
	India, Afghanistan, Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Bangladesh

	Western Asia
	Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Cyprus, the northeastern part of Egypt (Sinai), Georgia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, the State of Palestine (Gaza Strip and West Bank), Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, Yemen

	North Asia
	The Russian Federation east of the Ural Mountains: the Ural region, Siberia, and the Russian Far East

	East Asia
	Mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macau, North Korea, South Korea, Mongolia, Japan

	Central Asia
	Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan; some definitions also include Afghanistan


Source: Political map of Asia (https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/asia_map.htm).
APPENDIX 13.2
GOVERNMENT COMPOSITION AND STATE RELIGIONS IN CONSTITUTIONS (SELECTED)
	 
	Central/regional government composition
	Central–local government relations
	State religions

	Afghanistan
	Presidential system, with House of People (directly elected) and House of Elders (one-third appointed, two-thirds indirectly elected)
	Unitary state with a centralised system
	Islam

	Bangladesh
	Parliamentary system. Seven-eighths of members of parliament are directly elected; remaining seats reserved from women indirectly elected by the former 
	Unitary state with a centralised system
	Islam

	Cambodia 
	Parliamentary system
	Unitary state with a centralised system
	Buddhism

	Cyprus
	Presidential system, with House of Representatives (directly elected) and The Communal Chambers (directly elected). The President and Vice President are directly elected by the Greek and Turkish communities respectively
	Unitary state with a decentralised system (community chambers)
	 

	Hong Kong of China
	Hybrid parliamentary system. The head of the region and the executive authority is the Chief Executive who is indirectly elected by representatives of various sectors. The directly elected Legislative Council enacts and approves laws and public expenditure
	Local government with a high degree of autonomy
	 

	India
	Parliamentary system
	Unitary state with a centralised system
	 

	Indonesia
	Presidential system
	Unitary state with a decentralised system
	 

	Iran
	Hybrid parliamentary system. The head of the state is the Leader elected by the Assembly of Experts. The President is the head of Council of Ministers, and is directly elected. He/she appoints ministers for the Assembly to confirm https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/understanding-irans-assembly-experts-vote
	Unitary state with a centralised system
	Islam

	Iraq
	Parliamentary system with Council of Representatives (directly elected) and Federation Council (composition not decided)
	A federal state with a decentralised system
	Islam

	Israel
	Parliamentary system. The Knesset is the directly elected legislative branch. The President is the head of the executive branch and is selected by the Knesset. He/she forms the government, which must have the support of a majority of members of the Knesset
	Unitary state with centralised system
	 

	Japan
	Parliamentary system
	Unitary state with a decentralised system
	 

	Laos
	Soviet-style system with the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party as the governing party 
	Unitary state with a centralised system
	 

	Macau of China
	Hybrid parliamentary system. The head of the region and the executive authority is the Chief Executive who is indirectly elected by representatives of various sectors. The Legislative Council enacts and approves laws and public expenditure, and is appointed and elected
	Local government with a high degree of autonomy
	 

	Mainland China
	A Soviet-style socialist state led by the Communist Party of China
	Unitary state with a centralised system
	 

	Malaysia
	Hybrid parliamentary system
	Federal state with a decentralised system
	Islam

	Mongolia
	Hybrid parliamentary system. The State Great Hural (Parliament) of Mongolia is the law-making authority, and its members are directly elected. It approves the directly elected President nominated by the Parliament, and appoints the Prime Minister from the majority parties/coalitions nominated by the President
	Unitary state with a decentralised system
	 

	Myanmar
	Parliamentary system. There is an institutional separation between Union ministers, Pyidaungsu representatives, political party activities, and civil service personnel (except those from Defence services)
	Federal state with a military governing coalition 
	 

	North Korea
	A Soviet-style state led by the Workers’ Party of Korea. The highest organ of the state power is the Supreme People’s Assembly, whose deputies are directly elected
	Unitary state with a centralised system
	 

	Pakistan
	Parliamentary system with a President and two chambers (Majlis-e-Shoora)
	Federal state with a decentralised system
	Islam

	Saudi Arabia
	Kingdom with a centralised political system. The king is the head of the state, and appoints the members of the Shura Council, which makes policies/laws and appoints the Council of Ministers that executes those laws/policies 
	Monarchical state with a centralised system
	Islam 

	Singapore
	Parliamentary system 
	Unitary state with a centralised system
	 

	South Korea
	Presidential system
	Unitary state with a decentralised system 
	 

	Syrian Arab Republic
	Hybrid parliamentary system. The directly elected People’s Assembly is the legislature. It nominates the President for direct election. The elected President appoints the Prime Minister and forms the Council of Ministers
	Unitary state with a decentralised system
	The religion of the President of the Republic is Islam; Islamic jurisprudence a major source of legislation

	Taiwan of China
	Presidential system. The Examination Yuan organises open competitive examinations to select public officials, and shall be above partisanship and be independent
	Unitary state with a decentralised system 
	 

	Thailand
	Parliamentary system 
	Unitary state with a centralised system
	 

	The Philippines
	Presidential system
	Unitary state with a decentralised system
	 

	The United Arab Emirates
	The head of the Union’s central authority is the President, who is elected from among the Supreme Council which consists of the head of each Emirate. The President appoints the Chair, Deputy Chair, and other members of the Council of Ministers, who comprise the executive organ of the Union
	Federal state with a decentralised system
	Islam

	Turkey
	Presidential system. The directly elected Grand National Assembly is the legislature 
	Unitary state with a centralised system
	 

	Vietnam
	Soviet-style socialist system where the Communist Party is the governing Party of the state
	Unitary state with a centralised system
	 

	Yemen
	Hybrid parliamentary system. The majority party of the House forms the Council of Ministers. The President is directly elected and appoints the Prime Minister
	Unitary state with a centralised system
	Islam



