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Political trust – in government, parliament, or political parties – has
taken centre stage in political science for more than half a century,
reflecting ongoing concerns with the legitimacy and functioning of
representative democracy. To provide scholars, students and policy
makers with a tool to navigate through the complexity of causes and
consequences of political trust, this Handbook offers an excellent
overview of the conceptual, theoretical, methodological and empirical
state of the art, complemented by accounts of regional particularities,
and authored by international experts in this field.
‘This Handbook offers a comprehensive account of what is currently
known about political trust. In 29 chapters a stellar cast of 41 authors informs about the concept, its
measurement, and correlates. In addition, they document empirically the development and
distribution of political trust across the globe in different political settings. This volume is a “must
read” for all those interested in political trust as a major resource for the political community, the
political regime, and the political authorities.’
– Hans-Dieter Klingemann, Social Science Research Center Berlin, Germany
‘In Handbook on Political Trust, edited by Sonja Zmerli and Tom W.G. van der Meer, an
international body of 41 experts offers an excellent overview of the scholarly literature on political
trust, complemented by original empirical research and analysis. Across the chapters, the authors
pinpoint gaps in the literature and identify new venues for research, making this handbook a
valuable reference book, tool and guide for advanced students of political science, finds Nazrin
Mehdiyeva.’
– LSE Review of Books
‘This book review finds that in a new handbook on political trust, the recent literature on political
trust is summarised by highly distinguished authors. Both theoretical and empirical chapters are
included. A major innovation is that the geographical scope of investigation is global, thus allowing
for new theoretical perspectives on the democratic status of political trust, as the book review
concludes.’
– Journal of Trust Research
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