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In the interests of contextualising (and nuancing) the multiple
interrelations between gender and poverty, Sylvia Chant has gathered
writings on diverse aspects of the subject from a range of disciplinary
and professional perspectives, achieving extensive thematic as well as
geographical coverage. This benchmark volume presents women’s and
men’s experiences of gendered poverty with respect to a vast spectrum
of intersecting issues including local to global economic transformations,
family, age, ‘race’, migration, assets, paid and unpaid work, health,
sexuality, human rights, and conflict and violence.
‘The International Handbook of Gender and Poverty is an inevitably hefty tome that makes possibly
the most comprehensive contribution to a detailed and thorough analysis of gendered dimensions
of international poverty contexts, causes, and consequences ever brought together into one
volume. . . I would strongly recommend this collection as a key reference work in any educational
library, or development/government institution. While providing a specialist focus on gendered
dimensions of poverty across multiple axes of difference, it presents clearly articulated,
simultaneously accessible, and sophisticated contemporary analyses that would be of use and
appeal to a wide audience.’
– Suzanne Clisby, Gender & Development
‘. . . this is an essential resource on gender, poverty, and development. The dense analysis and
data would be most accessible to graduate students, faculty, and policy analysts, but
undergraduates could use the literature review essays as starting points. The volume has a
comprehensive index, a list of contributors, and a glossary of abbreviations, and each chapter has
a selected bibliography.’
– Jeanne Armstrong, Feminist Collections
‘With its breadth and depth, The International Handbook of Gender and Poverty certainly deserves
a place on the bookshelves of university libraries and of every academic and development
professional with a specific interest in gender and development.’
– Gender in Management: An International Journal
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‘I recommend this book to be a staple of reference libraries.’
– British Politics and Policy
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‘With international attention focused on halving poverty by 2015, the appearance of The
International Handbook of Gender and Poverty is both timely and essential. Sylvia Chant is to be
congratulated for producing a state-of-the-art compendium of everything you need to know about
the often hidden, gendered, dimensions of poverty. Edited and written by leading scholars and
policy advisers, the Handbook comprehensively covers the key themes that are vital to
understanding poverty as a gendered process, combining policy lessons with theoretical insight.
Richly illustrated with examples from across the world, this book will not only be welcomed by all
those dedicated to the study of poverty, but, by casting new light on its causes, will also help to
develop appropriate measures to tackle it.’
– Professor Maxine Molyneux, Institute for the Study of the Americas, University of London, UK
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‘While each of the articles in this impressive collection makes an original contribution to the
conceptual, empirical and policy analysis of gender and poverty, together they provide a
comprehensive overview of the field and an essential resource for all sections of the development
community. Professor Sylvia Chant is to be congratulated for bringing together some of the leading
thinkers in the field from across the world. This is not only an unprecedented feat of international
co-operation but feminist collaboration at its best.’
– Professor Naila Kabeer, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex, UK
‘These diverse, thoughtful essays go far beyond a mere summary of international scholarship.
They outline a fascinating and provocative agenda for future policy-relevant research. This book
will help redefine and revitalise the field of gender and development.’
– Professor Nancy Folbre, Department of Economics, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, USA
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