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Corruption, Natural Resources and
Development
From Resource Curse to Political
Ecology

Edited by Aled Williams, U4 Anti-Corruption Resource
Centre, Chr. Michelsen Institute (CMI), Bergen, Norway and
Philippe Le Billon, Department of Geography and the Liu
Institute for Global Issues, University of British Columbia,
Canada
is book provides a fresh and extensive discussion of
corruption issues in natural resources sectors. Re ecting on
recent debates in corruption research and revisiting
resource curse challenges in light of political ecology
approaches, this volume provides a series of nuanced and
policy-relevant case studies analyzing patterns of
corruption around natural resources and options to reach
anti-corruption goals. e potential for new variations of
the resource curse in the forest and urban land sectors and the e ectiveness of anti-corruption
policies in resource sectors are considered in depth. Corruption in oil, gas, mining, sheries,
biofuel, wildlife, forestry and urban land are all covered, and potential solutions discussed.
‘ is is a book that deals with issues that are crucial for the survival of humans, vital for the
health of the earth and essential for governance and economic development in 21st century.
One of the interesting features of this book is that cross-disciplinary or contextual. e analyses
are placed in their proper socio-legal, political and economic contexts. It therefore makes for
easy reading by the non-specialist and practical application of the conclusions or
recommendations by stakeholders. ere is no doubt that all the 13 essays and the introduction
are very well written. e language is crisp, uent and accessible. e subjects covered are wideranging and captivating.’
Francis Nii Botchway, Journal of World Energy Law and Business
‘ is book on Corruption, Natural Resources and Development helps us understand, through
qualitative analysis, the processes through which unequal distributions manifest and, in doing
so, provides valuable insights about the paradox of plenty, resource governance, and economic
underdevelopment. It is an accessible and non-technical complement to quantitative
economics research on related topics.’
– Dominic Parker, e Energy Journal
‘ is is an excellent book which challenges us to rethink the relationship between natural
resources and corruption. It o ers a wide range of rich and detailed cases – when combined they
powerfully demonstrate how a political ecology approach can help us move beyond approaches
to corruption which de ne it simply as “deviance”. e result is a book which is of great value to
academics and practitioners alike. If you want to understand how corruption shapes natural
resources use and extraction, this is a must-read.’
– Rosaleen Du y, e University of She eld, UK
‘ is fascinating and wide-ranging collection shows how politics and power interact to limit the
social bene ts of natural resource endowments. Stressing the context-dependent nature of rent
seeking and corruption, the authors move beyond the simplistic “resource curse” literature to
highlight the key role of self-seeking local elites and of aid programs that fail to cope with local
political realities.’
– Susan Rose-Ackerman, Yale University, US
‘Williams and Le Billon go from global cases to a uni ed vision, providing a rich and readable
single volume cure for a long-standing intellectual disease. Moving beyond explanations that
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hold bad governance to be a “curse” of abundance, the thinkers and observers assembled here
shed glaring light on widespread illicit cultures, politics, and streams of value that are all a part
of natural resource management worldwide. To understand the political ecology of corruption,
start here.’
– Paul Robbins, University of Wisconsin-Madison, US
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