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Focusing on the practices and politics of heritage-making at
the individual and the local level, this book uses a wide
array of international case studies to argue for their
potential not only to disrupt but also to complement formal
heritage-making in public spaces. Providing a much-needed
clarion call to reinsert the individual as well as the transient
into more collective heritage processes and practices, this
strong contribution to the eld of Critical Heritage Studies
o ers insight into bene ts of the ‘heritage from below
approach’ for researchers, policy makers and practitioners.
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‘A er Heritage not only o ers much needed critical analysis of the heritage-making power and
practices of ordinary people, but also productively de-stabilizes the binaries that have long
constrained critical memory studies – individual versus collective, intangible versus material, and
bottom up versus top down. Its rich array of case studies move us beyond monolithic
understandings of how the past is produced, resisted and emplaced within everyday life.’
– Derek H. Alderman, University of Tennessee at Knoxville, US
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‘By excavating politics and identities from below, the nine chapters of this book fascinatingly
bring back into focus the everyday, mundane and the local; themes and contexts that continue
to be too o en overlooked by scholars in heritage studies. Moving away from accounts of state
politics and world heritage sites, the book identi es why we need to critically examine family
memorabilia, Bruce Lee and motorbiking as forms of heritage. A er Heritage makes a
signi cant contribution to the debate concerning where critical heritage studies should head in
the future through its various nudges for conceptual innovation and its welcome incorporation
of examples from di erent regions.’
– Tim Winter, University of Western Australia
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