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Informed consent is the legal instrument that purports to
protect an individual’s autonomy and defends against
medical arbitrariness. is illuminating book investigates
our evolving understanding of informed consent from a
range of comparative and international perspectives,
demonstrating the diversity of its interpretations around
the world. Chapters o er a nuanced analysis of the
problems that impede the understanding and
implementation of the concept of informed consent and
explore the contemporary challenges that continue to
hinder both the patient and the medical community.
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‘Vansweevelt and Glover- omas have succeeded in providing a comprehensive picture of the
principle of informed consent. is volume shows that despite many di erent levels of detail,
and di erent interpretations, most countries have rooted the principle of informed consent
within their national legislation.’
– André den Exter, Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands
‘Consent to health care and treatment is a cornerstone of ethical medical practice and any
exceptions must be carefully justi ed. But what exactly is informed consent? is timely book
will be of invaluable assistance to practitioners, students and researchers from a range of
disciplines, who are interested in understanding what the doctrine of informed consent means
across countries with diverse legal systems. is book provides a useful, comparative overview of
the scope, interpretation and practical application of informed consent with a view to informing
the development of this important doctrine.’
– Bernadette McSherry, University of Melbourne, Australia
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