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e crisis and its a ermath had a dramatic short-term
e ect on federal relations and, as the twelve case studies in
this volume show, set in place a new set of socio-political
factors that are shaping the longer-run process of
institutional evolution and adaptation in federal systems.
is illuminating book illustrates how an understanding of
these complex dynamics is crucial to the development of
policies needed for e ective and sustainable federal
governance in the twenty- rst century.
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‘ is book discusses how twelve decentralized countries – some federal, some not – coped with
the recent economic crisis. ese structured comparative case studies show that the di erent
combinations of rigid and exible “federal” features found in each country shaped its reaction to
changing economic circumstances, both reinforcing the importance of understanding
institutional dynamics in analysing decentralized systems and showing that “federalism”
(broadly de ned) need not be an obstacle to change but may sometimes be the best way a
diverse country can accommodate change.’
– Richard M. Bird, University of Toronto, Canada
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‘Eccleston and Krever have produced a masterful edited volume on the impact of the worldwide
nancial crisis on twelve federations or near-federations. is book theoretically informs scholars
of democracy, institutions, and of course, federalism on how scal pressures contributed to
shaping governance in tough times. e cases are informative and focused. It is a major
contribution to our understanding of federalism under duress and could not be more timely.’
– Carol S. Weissert, Florida State University, US
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