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At a time when governments and civil society organizations
are putting ever-greater stock in social innovation as a
route to transformation, understanding what characterizes
social innovation with transformative potential is
important. Exciting and promising ideas seem to die out as
o en as they take ight, and market mechanisms, which go
a long way towards contributing to successful technical
innovations, play an insigni cant role in social innovations.
e cases in this book explore the evolution of successful social innovation through time, from
the ideas which catalysed social and system entrepreneurs to create new processes, platforms,
projects and programs to fundamental social shi s in culture, economics, laws and policies which
occurred as a result. In doing so, the authors shed light on how to recognize transformative
potential in the early stage innovations we see today.
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