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is innovative book explores the di erent ways in which
dual-earner couples in contemporary welfare states plan
for, realize and justify their divisions of work and care during
the transition to parenthood. Providing a unique
comparative, longitudinal and qualitative analysis of new
parents in eight European countries, this timely book
explicitly locates couples’ beliefs and negotiations in the
wider context of national institutional structures.
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‘New Parents in Europe is a long-desired book for everyone
who wants to understand how today's work-care practices,
parenting norms, and the impact of social policies are changing the lives of new parents in
Europe today. e book is a masterpiece of cross-national research with longitudinal data that is
sensitive to di erent gender ideologies of parents in various countries, their equity patterns in
the division of paid and unpaid work, the gender norms over the adult life course, and the
creation and maintenance of gender identities.’
– Hans-Peter Blossfeld, University of Bamberg, Germany
‘Transition to parenthood can be imagined, but it is only following the arrival of a baby that the
impact it will have dawns. It is these early years of parenthood, which are addressed in this
excellent, comparative collection. Across the eight countries included, the ways in which caring
and paid work are managed is explored. is includes considering non-normative care and paid
work arrangements at the individual/couple level, set against national comparisons of cultural
commitments to gender equality and structural features such as welfare regimes. Across the
chapters, possibilities of undoing gender are glimpsed, but so too is a continued con ation at
various levels, of mothers and primary caring ‘obligations’. e sensitive analysis reveals how
gendered ‘choices’ and individual practices, related to caring and paid work, come to be
organised. is collection makes a timely and signi cant contribution to the parenthood
literature and is highly recommended.’
– Tina Miller, Oxford Brookes University, UK
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