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David P. Forsythe presents a compelling introduction to
international human rights in a political context. He
stresses the di culties of interjecting human rights into
foreign policy and international politics, while recognising
the considerable progress that has been made over time.
Focusing on international organizations, states,
corporations, and private advocacy groups, Forsythe
addresses key themes including war, migration, climate
change, and slavery.
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‘ is is a short but learned introduction to the politics of
international human rights, comprehensive and up-to-date. Forsythe is skeptical of the role of
human rights in international politics, yet not pessimistic. e book contains important chapters
on international humanitarian law, business and human rights, the role of NGOs, and major
challenges including climate change, migration, and gender relations. Clearly written and
lacking jargon, it is de nitely suitable for teaching purposes.’
– Rhoda Howard-Hassmann, Canada Research Chair in International Human Rights 2003-2016,
Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada
‘David Forsythe, a pioneer and leading authority in the study of international human rights
politics, has now produced an up-to-date, accessible, introductory survey of the eld, rich in
examples, judiciously balancing the case for human rights with a structural-realist conception of
international relations, thereby maintaining a safe distance from “utopian” optimism, on the
one hand, and “post-human rights” pessimism, on the other.’
– Michael Freeman, University of Essex, UK

2021 168 pp Paperback
2021 168 pp Hardback
Elgaronline 978 1 78990 591 5

978 1 78990 592 2
978 1 78990 590 8

£15.95 £12.76
£85.00 £76.50

$24.95 $19.96
$120.00 $108.00

Connect With Us
Find us on Facebook
facebook.com/EdwardElgarPublishing

Follow us on Twitter
For news, views and o ers
@ElgarPublishing

Read our Blog

For news, views and debate from our
authors and readers.
https://www.elgar.blog

For More Information

UK/ROW: info@e-elgar.co.uk
N/S America: elgarinfo@e-elgar.com

Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd. is registered in the UK at: e Lypiatts, 15 Lansdown Road,
Cheltenham, Glos GL50 2JA. Registered number: 2041703

www.elgaronline.com

