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Beyond the Iraq War

e Promises, Pitfalls and Perils of External Interventionism

Edited by Michael Heazle, Gri th Asia Institute & School of Government and International
Relations, Gri th University and Iyanatul Islam, Professor of International Business, Gri th
Business School and Gri th Asia Institute, Gri th University, Australia and Co-Editor, Journal of
the Asia Paci c Economy
is book critically analyses the topic of US-led external interventions in the a airs of
developing countries by using one of the most contested experiments of modern times, namely,
the invasion of Iraq and its a ermath. e March 2003 invasion of Iraq has so far failed to deliver
the bene ts and outcomes its supporters anticipated, prompting international discussion as to
whether the promises of externally-led nation-building (as an attempt to mould rogue states in
a democratic, market-friendly fashion) are outweighed by the kinds of pitfalls and perils of
intervention that have come to characterise the Iraq experience. is book identi es and
addresses the major issues emerging from the current debate including the evolution of
external interventionism as an idea, an explanation of what went wrong in post-Saddam Iraq
and why the Iraq experiment is awed by the Bush administration’s refusal to address long
standing political and historical grievances among Muslims as part of the ‘War on Terror’. e
contributors assess the troubled relationship between Islam and the West, the prospects for
democracy in the Middle East, foreign policy debates in the US, and how economics and politics
are juxtaposed in a highly contentious manner in any project of externally-driven nationbuilding.
‘ e main lesson from the Iraq experience so far has been the enormous costs of military
intervention. e e ects of a doctrine of interventionism on both the target country and the
international political environment in general are profound and far-reaching. As a test case, Iraq
has demonstrated a clear need for both the costs and bene ts and the circumstances under
which intervention should occur to be much better de ned and understood. Careful evaluation
of the thinking and goals behind the Iraq intervention, the di culties it faces, and its status as a
“test case” for dealing with conventional and non-conventional threats alike is required. is
volume on the promises and perils of interventionism, therefore, is both timely and signi cant.’
– From the foreword by Kevin Rudd, MP, Australian Shadow Minister for Foreign A airs and
International Security
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