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Susana Borrás, Professor of Innovation and Governance,
Head of Department of Business and Politic, Copenhagen
Business School, Denmark and Dimitrios Tsagdis, Lecturer in
International Business and Research Methods, Hull
University Business School, UK
is book provides a systematic, comprehensive, and
independent comparative study of cluster policies in
Europe. It focuses upon one very important relationship
that has so far been neglected in the literature, namely, the
extent to which the complex dynamics of multi-level
governance (MLG) are responding to the problems and
challenges faced by clusters, in particular the extent to
which MLG learns and supports cluster learning.
‘. . . this book is a signi cant outcome of extensive empirical
research, which has been driven by clearly de ned theoretical perspectives on governance,
cluster policy and learning. It is extremely valuable not only to the relevant policy-makers and
scholars; but also to rms that are the productive engines of innovation and economic growth
within a cluster. It clearly demonstrates what rms and institutions can learn from each other,
and that rms can in uence public action at multiple levels to enhance their capabilities and
those of the cluster.’
– Aygen Kurt-Dickson, Science and Public Policy
‘ e researchers deserve compliments for their pioneering work.’
– Frank van Oort, Papers in Regional Science
‘ e richness of information and relevant research nding about cluster governance provided by
this book are outstanding. . . Congratulations to the authors for their remarkable book.’
– Anca Dachin, Romanian Journal of Regional Science
‘ e authors have provided a valuable resource for students of clusters. e rich database and
comparative analysis of the importance of activities and institutions across an array of clusters
provide policymakers with insights needed to make informed decisions on new cluster
initiatives.’
– Mark Henry, Review of Regional Studies
‘In the era of globalization, governance has become multi-level, from supra-national bodies
down to local organizations. is important book suggests that to promote cluster development
e ectively, multi-level governance o en requires an interaction between top-down and
bottom-up policies. Or at least, more adaptable coordination between levels facilitates the
fruitful co-evolution of policy at di erent governance levels, with rm learning in clusters. It
warrants attention from those interested in global governance structures, as well as the
dynamics of clusters.’
– John Cantwell, Rutgers University, US
‘ ere are numerous books on clusters but this is the rst one on cluster policies. . . this book
shows how the real-world of policy-making takes place in multi-level and complex frameworks,
and that these frameworks are crucial for understanding di erent forms of cluster policy design
and performance. I commend the authors for their insight and e ort to assist in this di cult but
necessary evolving process of understanding cluster policy and governance in their dynamic and
ever-changing context.’
– From the preface by Phil Cooke
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